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AVA Urges Veal’s Inclusion on EU Tariff List 
Flood of EU veal would be devastating to American farmers 

 

February 2, 2017 
 

As the U.S. moves toward reinstating retaliatory tariffs on the European Union (EU) due to unfair treatment 

of American beef, the American Veal Association (AVA) urges that its producers’ circumstances be 

recognized in the dispute. AVA President Dale Bakke points out the importance of including veal on any 

tariff list considered by the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR). 

 

“This decades-long dispute has undoubtedly inflicted significant harm on countless American businesses 

and there are many different products that should be targeted,” said Bakke. “However, for several reasons, 

we believe that veal is an essential inclusion on any tariff list that hopes to pressure the EU and address the 

inequities that the EU ban has brought about.” 

 

The U.S. beef industry seeks to reinstate action against the EU in connection with its ban of U.S. beef 

produced with use of hormones.  

 

“For over two decades, U.S. beef and veal products have been unfairly kept out of the EU market by a beef 

hormone ban that goes against two rulings by the World Trade Organization,” said Bakke. “While this ban 

unfairly harmed many sectors of the bovine meat industry, the AVA believes that it has been particularly 

unfair to the veal industry because the FDA does not even allow the use of hormones in veal production.” 

 

Bakke cites four areas for USTR consideration: 

 A tariff on the Netherlands’ recently-regained U.S. export privileges for beef and veal would 

pressure the EU to resolve the issue 

 Tariffs on EU veal would help level the playing field for U.S. farmers 

 There is ample supply of veal in the U.S. and a tariff on European veal would not have a negative 

impact on American consumers 

 Tariffs would prevent a flood of underpriced veal from Europe that could have a devastating effect 

on American veal farmers 

 

A 20-year ban on U.S. imports of veal from the Netherlands due to health and safety concerns was recently 

lifted. The Netherlands allows the use of nearly 50 veterinary drugs that are not approved for use in the 

U.S. Additionally, the USDA has approved unique intervention practices in American milk-fed veal plants, 

not used in the Netherlands, to reduce and eliminate the possibility of foodborne pathogens passing to 

consumers. A similar ban is reportedly soon to be lifted in France.  

 

AVA feels tariffs would provide incentive for the EU to reconsider its ban of U.S. beef products and help 

level the playing field for U.S. veal farmers.  

 

“In light of the equivalency decisions, it is patently unfair that EU veal producers are free to export to the 

U.S. while veal producers here continue to be locked out of the EU by a regulation that should never have 

applied to American veal.”  
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The Netherlands has indicated plans to annually export 22 million pounds of veal to the U.S., according to 

Bakke. He suspects it’s a calculated attempt to replace the 22-million pounds of American formula-fed veal 

produced for retail sales each year in the U.S.  

 

“We believe it is very likely that a flood of Dutch and French veal could soon hit U.S. markets and devastate 

American producers,” Bakke said.  

 

U.S. consumers have enjoyed ample supplies of veal during the two decades EU veal has been banned, 

according to Bakke, and tariffs on European veal would not negatively impact domestic interests.  

 

“The AVA represents family businesses and is dedicated to promoting quality care for calves, plant safety, 

and the production of high quality American veal,” Bakke said. “We support the concept of U.S. consumers 

having choice in the marketplace, but we need fair treatment for American milk-fed veal producers.” 

 

### 

 

American Veal Association (AVA), founded in 1984, is a member-driven organization that represents family 

businesses who are passionate about producing delicious, quality meat from milk-fed veal. From farm to 

fork, we are committed to providing the best care for the calves, ensuring safety in our plants, and 

producing the highest quality products our customers deserve. 


