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“Proposition 12 is an unnecessary overreach given how milk-fed veal is raised today.” 

October 18, 2018 
 

Family farmers and businesses that produce milk-fed veal are committed to meeting their customers’ 

expectations for the responsible and humane care of animals raised for food. The American Veal 
Association's Statement of Principles states, “We have an ethical obligation to provide appropriate 
care for our calves at every stage of life.” 
 
The most significant demonstration of this commitment was in 2017 when AVA member farms 
achieved a goal set in 2007 to completely 
transition to raising all calves in group housing. 
The change also includes the elimination of 
tethers. AVA estimates more than $150 million 
was invested in new buildings and renovations 
over the past 10 years. These new facilities 
enable the Five Freedoms of Animal Welfare, 
which are the international standard for 
assessing expression of normal behavior in 
animals, to be practiced.  
 
Milk-fed veal calves are raised in group pens, not crates, where they can stand, stretch, lie down, turn 
around, groom naturally and have contact with others calves in comfortable, clean environments. 
Milk-fed veal calves are raised for about 22 weeks and marketed at 500 pounds. Calves receive a 
nutritionally balanced milk-formula along with grain and access to water daily.   
 
Additionally, U.S. based packer/processors, who are AVA members, only harvest calves from group-
raised housing facilities that do not use tethers. AVA represents approximately 80 percent of all veal 
meat produced in the U.S. Milk-fed veal is primarily raised on family farms in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana and Wisconsin. 
 
Animal abuse is unacceptable. AVA has established these best management practices for the humane 
treatment for raising milk-fed veal: 
  

• Adequate pen space is provided for each calf to easily stand, stretch, lie down, turn around, 
groom naturally, and have contact with other calves.   

• Calves are in group pens of two or more calves, and no calf is individually penned after 10 
weeks of age, unless it is for health reasons such as sickness, injury or disease.   

“AVA members are fully committed to providing 

consumers with safe, nutritious meat that comes 

from animals humanely raised. Unnecessary 

regulations based on misleading and out-of-date 

information will not improve animal welfare or 

food choices for consumers.” 

http://www.americanveal.com/
http://www.americanveal.com/statement-of-principles/
http://www.americanveal.com/group-housing/
http://www.americanveal.com/animal-care-housing/
http://www.americanveal.com/membership/
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• Calves are never tethered or in crates.  

• Calves are handled in a calm, controlled and gentle manner.  

• Animal caretakers are trained to handle calves with minimum stress to the animal and the 
consequences of inhumane handling are known and enforced.  

• Facilities are clean, comfortable and well ventilated; and protocols are in place to minimize 
airborne particles to reduce odors.  

  
The milk-fed veal industry also follows the Best Management Practices outlined in the Veal Quality 
Assurance Program.  Veal Quality Assurance program.  Among those guidelines is a standard to raise 
veal calves in group pens. The few hundred small family farmers that raise milk-fed veal calves 
understand and follow these guidelines, first and foremost, because it is the right thing to do.  
 
Because of the significant changes made by the milk-fed veal farmers in how veal calves are raised 
today, the American Veal Association finds California Proposition 12 to be an unnecessary overreach 
of government control for the following reasons: 

• Veal calves are no longer tethered or confined in the restrictive method as the authors of 
the proposition claim.   

• Veal farmers are practicing the Five Freedoms for calves in their care, which enables 
calves to have ample space to express normal behaviors. 

• The restriction of 43 square feet of floor space per calf, no matter the size the calf, is not 
based on any peer-reviewed scientific evidence regarding animal wellbeing.  

• Implementation of this proposition will only serve to increase the tax burden of California 
taxpayers to administer this program to ensure a practice that is already an industry 
standard on milk-fed veal farms. 

• The cost of food will increase to satisfy the additional administrative and production costs 
of these restrictive regulations on farmers, packers, processors, wholesalers, and retailers.  

• Californians with lower incomes will not be able to afford high-quality veal, pork and eggs 
as a source of protein, vitamins and nutrients to nourish their families resulting in further 
challenges to meet their nutritional needs and their limited food budgets. 

 

The American Veal Association  believes consumers deserve food that is produced in an ethical 
manner that aligns with their values and expectations. AVA members are fully committed to 
providing consumers with safe, nutritious meat that comes from animals humanely raised.  
 
Unnecessary regulations based on misleading and out-of-date information will not improve animal 
welfare or food choices for consumers. We encourage California voters to vote NO on Proposition 12.  
 

Learn more about how veal is raised at www.AmericanVeal.com 

http://www.americanveal.com/programs/
http://www.americanveal.com/programs/
http://www.americanveal.com/the-ava/
http://www.americanveal.com/

