
 
 

 

 

Group Housing Goal Nears Reality 
 

September 20, 2017 

 

Veal farmers took the high road and pledged in 2007 to move completely to group housing for milk-

fed veal over a ten-year period. With only a few months remaining of 2017, American Veal 

Association (AVA) leaders are confident the goal will be realized. AVA members have invested more 

than $50 million in building new facilities as well as making renovations to existing buildings to 

achieve this milestone. 

 

“We believe this transition has improved the well-being of the animals,” said Dale Bakke, president of 

the AVA.  

There’s been trial, observations and science-based 

input within the industry in making the transition, 

according to Bakke, but he notes the process has been 

smooth in recent years as individual farmers 

identified the housing systems that work best for 

them and the stewardship of the calves. 

 

A variety of different systems house calves in groups 

ranging from as few as two up to groups of ten or 

more. The goal is the expression of natural behavior 

which is referred to internationally as the Five 

Freedoms of Animal Welfare. These new facilities 

allow calves to stand, stretch, lie down, groom 

themselves and socialize with other animals. 

 

On May 9, 2007 the AVA Board of Directors 

adopted a resolution calling for all U.S. veal 

farmers to transition to group housing methods by 

December 31, 2017. 

 

AVA members, which account for a significant 

majority of the milk-fed veal raised and processed 

in the U.S., have demonstrated their commitment to 

extremely high standards of animal stewardship 

through this transition to group pens. Some AVA 

members also practice pasture-raised veal which 

http://www.americanveal.com/ava-policies/2016/2/12/taking-the-lead-in-animal-housing-methods-and-animal-care
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provides another product offering for their customers. In addition, the association reports no 

castration, dehorning, tail docking or tethers are practiced on AVA member farms.   

 

“We are proud that the family businesses and local veal farmers of the AVA have achieved our 

commitment of 100 percent group housing and untethered calves by the end of 2017,” said Anthony 

Catelli, CEO of AVA member company Catelli Brothers. 

 

Industry leaders are pleased to show the innovations that have occurred to others 

 

Janeal Yancey, PhD, a University of Arkansas meat scientist, had an opportunity to tour some veal 

farms in Indiana and Pennsylvania.   Professor Yancey shared these observations, “This tour was such 

an eye-opening experience. I know that the animals are raised in good conditions and well cared for.” 

 

Dr. Yancey’s blog on how milk-fed veal calves are 

raised can be read on her blog, Mom at the Meat 

Counter.  

 

Dairy farmer Krista Stauffer also toured milk-fed veal 

farms and noted: “I am happy to report from my 

firsthand experience that these calves were very well 

cared for. They had a clean environment, high-quality 

feed and lived in well-lit and ventilated barns. I was 

very impressed with all the changes they have made 

since the ’70s.”   

 

Stauffer’s article about her veal farm visits appeared in Ag Daily with the headline, “The veal industry 

has changed; so should people’s perceptions.”  In her article, she wrote: “Most of what you see or read 

online are “old practices. I can honestly say that these tours far exceeded my expectations and 

changed my perception of what I had read online. The calves were raised in clean barns by families 

just like ours. What constantly stood out to me was how clean the calves and barns were kept, how 

bright and airy the barns were, and how content the calves appeared.” 

 

The AVA’s dedication to this housing transition confirms the U.S. milk-fed industry is committed to 

the well-being of their calves and supporting a culture of continuous improvement to ensure positive 

change for animal care. 

 

# # # 

 

We are the new American Veal Association, representing American family businesses committed 

to providing the best care for our calves, ensuring safety in our plants, and producing the 

highest quality meat our U.S. customers deserve. www.AmericanVeal.com 

Krista Stauffer, Dr. Janeal Yancey,  
and Dale Bakke, AVA President 
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